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moment. If we fail to preach Swadeshi at this supreme moment,
we shall have to wring our hands in despair. I beseech every
Hindu, Mussulman, Sikh, Parsi, Christian and Jew, who believes
that he belongs to this country, to take the swadeshi vow and to
ask others also to do likewise. It is my humble belief that if
we cannot do even this little for our country3 we are born in it
in vain. Those who think deep will see that such swadeshi
contains pure economics. I hope that every man and woman
will give serious thought to my humble suggestion. Imitation of
English economics will spell our ruin.
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The following is a free translation, approved by Mr. Gandhi, of his
leaflet2 on Hindu-Muslim unity:
In the huge mass meeting of Hindus and Mahomedans held
in the Sonapur Masjid compound on Sunday, the 6th April, the
day of humiliation and prayer, a vow of Hindu-Muslim unity was
proposed to be taken as in the case of swadeshi proposed at the
Chowpatty meeting and I had to utter a note of warning on both
the occasions. At times in a fit of joyous passion we are spurred on
to certain courses of action for which we have afterwards to repent.
A vow is a purely religious act which cannot be taken in a fit of
passion. It can be taken only with a mind purified and composed
and with God as witness. Most of what I have said whilst writing
about the swadeshi vow applies here. Acts which are not possible
by ordinary self-denial become possible with the aid of vows which
require extraordinary self-denial. It is hence believed that vows can
only uplift us. If the Hindu and Muslim communities could be
united in one bond of mutual friendship, and if each could act to-
wards the other even as children of the same mother, it would be
a consummation devoutely to be wished. But before this unity
becomes a reality, both the communities will have to give up a good
deal, and will have to make radical changes in ideas held hereto-
fore. Members of one community when talking about those of the
other at times indulge in terms so vulgar that they but acerbate
1  Vide Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. V,
2 This appears to be Satyagraha Leaflet NO. 2.